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be disputed, even if the explorers may be accused of errors,
and sometimes of self-deception, there still belongs to them
the immortal merit of having thrown the whole of their
authority on to the side of non-material facts, regardless of
public disapproval. They faced academic prejudices, ,and
did not shrink from the cheap derision of their contempo-
raries ; even at a time when the intellect of the educated
classes was spellbound by the new dogma of materialism they
drew public attention to phenomena of an irrational nature
that were entirely opposed to the accepted convictions of
their time.
These men typify the reaction of the human mind against
the senseless and desolating materialistic view. Considered
from the standpoint of history it is not to be wondered at
that so-called ' spiritual' phenomena should be used as an
effective defence against the unenlightened evidence of the
senses; because belief in spirits has always been a defence
against mere sensationalism. This is the case with the primitive
man, whose complete dependence upon nature makes concrete
circumstance of the greatest importance for him. One must
remember the manifold distresses and needs of his life, placed
amongst hostile neighbours and dangerous animals, and
often harassed by the pitiless forces of nature. His keen
senses, his cupidity, his deficient self-control, all expose him
to unfavourable experiences. Hence he is always in danger
of losing that mysterious inner power which alone makes man
a man. But his belief in spirits, or rather in the spiritual,
constantly releases him from the fetters of pure concretism
in which his senses would hold him. There is, therefore, an
irrational function that forces on him the certainty of spiritual
reality, the laws and demands of which are to be followed as
carefully and as conscientiously as those which physical nature
enforces upon him. Primitive man really lives in two worlds.
This concrete world is for him at the same time a spiritual
world. The objective world is undeniable, and for him the
spiritual world has an equally positive existence. This is not

